
THE COURSE OF 
TEMPTATION 

A Study Of James 1:13-16 

The Bait 



GOD TAKES A BAD RAP 

•  Death of a loved one 
•  Loss of a job 
•  Disease comes 
•  Catastrophe strikes 
•  Wars at home & abroad 
•  Cultural problems 
•  Family dysfunction 



NO ONE CAN BLAME GOD 
James 1:13 

  

“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am 
tempted by God,’ for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself 
tempt anyone.” 



GOD CANNOT BE TEMPTED 

•  “God is holy” 
 
Nadab & Abihu (Leviticus 10) 
  



GOD IS  HOLY 
SO HOLD YOUR PEACE 

 
1Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 

censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered 
profane fire before the LORD, which He had not 
commanded them. 2So fire went out from the LORD and 
devoured them, and they died before the LORD.  

3And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the LORD spoke, 
saying:  

'By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; 
And before all the people I must be glorified.' " 
 
So Aaron held his peace. 



GOD’S MOST HOLY PLACE 

•  “God is holy” 
Nadab & Abihu (Leviticus 10) 
 
The Most Holy Place (2 Chronicles 3) 





GOD TEMPTS NO ONE 

•  To tempt one to sin, is itself sinful. 
 

•  If God tempts man, He is a sinner. 



IT’S IMPOSSIBLE ! 

•  God cannot lie (Titus 1:2;  Heb 6:18) 
 

•  God cannot deny Himself (2 Tim 2:13) 
 

•  God cannot sin or tempt man (Jam 1:13) 



GOD’S TESTING 
OF OUR FAITH 

•  God’s tests are never to seduce us to sin 
 

•  God’s tests are always for our good 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13  "And now, Israel, what does the LORD 
your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all 
His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the 
LORD and His statutes which I command you today for your good? 



SOURCE OF 
TRUE TEMPTATION 

 

James 1:14 
“But each one is tempted when he is drawn 

away by his own desires and enticed” 



THE REAL TEMPTOR 

Ephesians 6:11-16 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. … 16 above all, 
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 



SNARE OF THE DEVIL 
1 Timothy 3:6-7 

•  6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with 
pride he fall into the same condemnation 
as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a 
good testimony among those who are 
outside, lest he fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 



You Can & You Must 
RESIST THE DEVIL 

James 4:7 
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he 

will flee from you. 
1 Peter 5:8-9 

 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith 



SATAN IS 
CHAINED & 

LIMITED 
1 Cor 10:12-13 

  12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take  
       heed lest he fall.  
  13 No temptation has overtaken you except such  
       as is common to man; but God is faithful,  
       who will not allow you to be tempted beyond  
       what you are able, but with the temptation  
       will also make the way of escape, that you  
       may be able to bear it. 



THE COURSE OF 
TEMPTATION 

1)  Drawn Away By Own Desires 
2)  Enticed 
3)  Conception 
4)  Birth   
5)  Death 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION 
1.  Drawn Away 

  
•  “Drawn Away”  

  The Bait 

For all that is in the world--the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life--is not of the Father 
but is of the world.  - I John 2:16 

2 Corinthians 2:11 
lest Satan should take advantage of us, for we are not ignorant of his 

devices. 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
2.  ENTICED 

•  Entice --- The Lure 
  “allure, fascinate, attract, coax,  

                 decoy, excite, cajole” 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
2.  ENTICED 

•  Satan’s Tackle Box 
  
1.  God gave fleshly passions &  
     means to satisfy them (food, sex, etc) 
 
2.  Satan baits you to satisfy them against 
     God’s way (gluttony, fornication) 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
2.  ENTICED 

•  Satan’s Lures  
 
1)  Peer Pressure (I Cor 15:33) 
 
2)  Red Wine (Prov 23:31-32) 
 
3)  Covetousness (Lk 12:15; I Tim 6:10) 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
3.  Conception 

•  Conceived:  “Took the bait” (snared)  
              
1 John 3:4   Whoever commits sin also commits 
                      lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
4.  SIN 

•  Sin:  “The Fall” (Captured) 
Eccl 9:12  For man also does not 
know his time: Like fish taken in a 
cruel net, Like birds caught in a 
snare, So the sons of men are 
snared in an evil time, When it falls 
suddenly upon them. 



THE COURSE OF TEMPTATION: 
5.  DEATH 

•  Death:     Separation from God 
    (Isa. 59:1-2;  Rom. 6:23) 



THE COURSE OF 
TEMPTATION 

 
1)  The Bait 
2)  The Lure 
3)  Snared 
4)  Captured   
5)  Killed 

2 Timothy 2:25 “in humility correcting 
those who are in opposition, if God 
perhaps will grant them repentance, so 
that they may know the truth, and that 
they may come to their senses and 
escape the snare of the devil, having 
been taken captive by him to do his will.” 


